
Ref: Club Fines 
Urgent attention:-  

A critical message from the Chief Junior Officer ==> John "Kokki" Kostopoulos regarding Club Fines 

Att: To all our members; (Players, Parents, Officials; Administrators; Spectators)  
Please read carefully; please do not disregard this notice;  

Hi to you all,  

What must be said first:-  

Always know how valued and how important all of you are to our club.  
It is inspiring for me to see how much all of you love your club; I see this by the way:-  

o Our Player’s wear our jumper with pride;  

o Our Coaches’ commit their valuable time and the preparation and effort that goes into their team;  

o Our Parents and Spectator’s who barrack and cheer the children on from the side-line;  

o Our TSS Officials present themselves and welcome our opponents who make sure the “day to day” running and 
operations are successful;  

o Our Administrators & Committees who spend many hours a week unselfishly making sure our club name is respected; 
how they go above and beyond the call of duty, how they never leave things to chance and how they act responsible at all 
times.  

Together over the years, we have all helped shape this club to what it is today; it has become a successful and vibrant club to 
be part of; a sense of community and club spirit. We have built a strong foundation with secure structures which will allow us 
to grow into the future.  

I must relay this information to you all as it has become a serious issue for our club; the issue at hand is: - Club fines 
 
The club does not fine a member of the club; we get "no pleasure" letting a person know about a fine that’s just been received via email to us; 
and above all we are not that person’s enemy;  

I am finding resistance from players & parents who have been charged due to an incident by the FFV tribunal or and later 
charged by the FFV court hearing as guilty of the charge that refuse to pay their fine; and later these people ask me why the 
club is not paying for it.  
 
Fines may range from $500 to $14,000 depending on the severity. If you are found guilty; our OCJFC club policy clearly states:- 

o The FFV has a strict “0” tolerance policy implemented. Abusive language and bad behaviour will not be tolerated at 
Oakleigh Cannons Juniors FC. People who breach this policy and are fined will have to pay this fine personally. The club 
will not be responsible for this fine. This also applies to red card fines.  

If the person responsible refuses to pay the fine; then the club has no option but to suspend the person in question until they 
do pay the fine from our club; inturn we must then ask the team the person belongs to help pay the fine; This process cycles 
and escalates until someone or group of people pay the fine. 

I know this is not fair; but the FFV fines the club not the person in question; so the person has the right to leave the club 
without paying the fine leaving us in the lurch. 

The FFV says “Well… if you want to keep abusive or bad behaviour people at your club then it becomes your problem”  

We cannot expect our club to pay the fine; we have 31 teams that play competition on a given Sunday; could you image if 3 or 
4 teams were fined a week? The impact it will have on our club is enormous; remember we also play 18 rounds a year! Fines 
can cripple our club;  
 
If the FFV believe that the charge in question is severe and it merits a court hearing; then, a court date will be scheduled to hear "both" sides of 
the story; this is normally done on a Wednesday night; and people can present their evidence and support media/documents;  
Soon after the hearing on the same night; a decision is announced.  
 
If you are found guilty and depending on the severity; a fine is issued; it could range from min $500 to $14,000.  

If the fine is unacceptable; then, the club can appeal against the charge; this costs another $1500; if you lose the appeal then 
you lose $1500 + you have to pay the initial fine. 



 
Further issues:  
Just as an example; let’s say we were charged for a fine of $1,000:- After the dust has settled and everyone has finally 
understood and have accepted the charge;  

o If we do not pay the fine within the time frame the FFV have set; a further $250 is charged on top for late fees;  

o If the fine is not payed by the next date set; further additional costs are incurred and the Senior Team and all the junior 
teams will be deducted 3 championship points from their next competition game.  

This now impacts the whole club not just the person or the team involved. Let’s hope we never see this day.  

 
Regards, 

John Kostopoulos 

Oakleigh Cannons Juniors FC  

 


